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* Author of the following ſhort obſerva- 
tions is tempted to give them to the Publick 
under the flattering preſumption that they may 
tend, in ſome degree, to remove the veil of obſcu- 
rity which prej judice, ſelf-intereſt, ignorance, and 
mis-information have jointly contributed to throw 
over a ſubject which is every day becoming of 
more importance : and not without hopes, that 
they may induce ſome writer, much better quali- 
fied both with reſpect to leiſure and abilities, to fil 
85 theſe haſty outhnes. 
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A Plain Man's Thoughts, &c. 


HIGH PRICE OF SUGAR. 


THE price of Sugar has been increaſing, by 
regular and progreſſive degrees, for two or three 
years paſt ; and is by no means a ſudden ſtart: 
and this riſe has been occaſioned by. the following 8 


| cauſes » VIZ. 


1. The mien and ERP. conſumption of 
this article, more . in the eaſtern parts of 


Europe. 8 
2. To three years very ſhort crops in all th | 


| Engliſh Leeward Carribee Iſlands ; owing in ſome 
meaſure to the ravages of different deſtructive in- 


ſecs ; but ſtill more to exceeding dry _ — 
ductive f ſeaſons. FOE 


os To the ame falling © off in all the Daniſh and | 
moſt of the Dutch ſettlements, - 92 


5 4. To 


641 
4. To a conſiderable failure in the two or three 


Laſt crops of Jamaica, owing to gales of wind, and 
unfavourable weather, in different diſtricts of * | 


Fh, | Py A 


5. To the * der animoſities and civil 
diſſentions, which have prevailed in all the French 
iſlands ever ſince the Revolution in France; which 
have very conſiderably checked cultivation , and 
Ie commercial intercourſe. 


| 6. And, very lately, in a more eſpe cial manner, 
| to the alarming and ruinous rebellion now raging 
| in the i important colony of St. Domingo. 


| * 9 Before this laſt melancholly event, Sugar 
| Was actually Jubſi ding in price towards its natural 
level. 


MONOPOLY AND, SPECULATION. 


As to monopolies and ſpeculations i in the Sugar 
trade, they are in a great meaſure imaginary and 
ideal; and muſt. ever he in a manner impracti- 


cable, at leaſt to. any conſiderable RES. ang, for 
the following reaſons, viz, 


"7D Sugar is in itſelf a bulky ce; and 
liable to great waſte as to quantity, 2 as to 
ſuffer in quality, by keeping. | 


— 


2. The 


E 

2. The preſent high duty on importation, which 
is paid before the Sugars are landed, requires a 
very large capital in a Weſt-India Merchant ta 
carry on his buſineſs, and to make the neceſſary 
Cuftom-Houſe depoſits : of courſe, moſt of them 
muß ſell nearly as faſt as they import, was it only ta 
be duly prepared for the payment of duty, freight, 
&c. 


3. It is a fact well known, that much the greater 
part of the Weſt-India Planters are deeply in debt 
to their Factors in Great Britain; and are likewiſe 
obliged to draw heavy bills for the expences of their 
eſtates, which their correſpondents at home muſt 
pay out of the produce of their Sugars. This -is 
an additional reaſon why the Merchants are under 
the neceſſity of bringing ſuch Sugars to a ny 
| market. es | 


It is erben aa 420 We the Planters, 
or their immediate correſpondents, can become 
bolders of Sugar to any alarming amount: And 
that, if any material ſpeculations are made in 
Sugar, they muſt of courſe be undertaken by men- 
totally unconcerned either in its growth or its in- 
portation ; and that, therefore, neither Veſi- India 
Planters, or Neft. India Merchants, can be the 
proper objects of the preſent popular diſcontent. 
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But, even ſuppoſing ſpeculations in Sugar were 


| likely to turn out profitable, there certainly can 
be no reaſons aſſigned, why ſuch ſpeculations ſhould/ 
be checked, any more than thoſe which obtain in 


cotton, allumn, hemp, 8c. &c. and even in hops; 
which laſt article approaches much nearer to a 


neceſſary of life than Sugar. 


DRAWBACKs 


The drawback, or bounty, on refined Sugar is 
he chief, I may ſay indeed the only, ſupport of the 
Planter: and it is that alone, and a firm reliance. 
on the continuance of it, which encourages him to 


go on with extenſive ſettlements, and expenſi ve 


improvements; and enables him to contribute ſo 


largely towards the national revenue, by paying 


the high duty on the importation of the raw ma- 
terial. The exportation, encouraged by this 


bounty, is at the ſame time the means of keep- 
ing up a very valuable and important manufacture; 


and of bringing a. vaſt portion of foreign wealth 


into the kingdom. It is, however, aſſerted, that 


by allowing ſo large a bounty as 268. per cwt. on 
refined Sugar, foreigners are enabled to procure it 


at rather a lower price than we do at home. 


Granted: But this ſeems by no means a ſufficient 
argument 


1 „ 

argument to juſtify the diminiſhing of the bounty, 
merely to accommodate the conſumers during an 
unavoidable and temporary ſcarcity. To reduce 
the drawback on raw Sugars below the duty, has, 
I believe, never been propoſed, or even thought of, 
by the greateſt enemies of the Weſt-India Planters, 
or the moſt ſanguine advocates for the abolition of 
the ſlave trade; as ĩt would be putting the produce 
of their labour on a worſe: footing than any other 
commodity imported in the courſe of our extenſive 
trade: and even to lower the bounty on refined 
Sugar, however it may appear to act for the 
preſent, muſt certainly tend ultimately greatiy co 
injure the revenue. For the home market will; on 
a return of proſperous . ſeaſons, become glutted; 
and the price will conſequently. be ſo reduced, that 
the Planters muſt be diſtreſſed, and diſabled from 
cultivating their lands; by which the import will be 
leſſened every year, to the detriment of trade and 
navigation ;« to the deſtruction of our beſt nurſery 
for ſeamen; and to the great loſs of the revenue 
ariling from the duty on importation, 


LOSS BY DRAWBACK. | 
The proportion of refined Sugar, &c. procured 
by melting up one cwt. of raw Sugar (as given in 


1 


the Report of the Committee of Refiners in Lats 
don), is as under, vin. 

--. Refined Sugar, in loaves dane, * Kan. M 
Baſtard, or ground Sugar 1 
. Molaſſes, or Trea ele 7 of 


rg — — 
— 
— » bo s 8 Ih; ' 
51 It 112 . 


| The 8 KAY of refine. Supary taken 07 : 
Fg years, is 103,700 ct. of refined Sugar, and 
365 5 S ct. of Baſtards (whick latter may, though 
they have not yet been, an article of export. Fheſe 
together, by the above report, ar& equal to 
206, 8 ewt. or n has . =” 12 n ; 
19 of raw Sugar. | | 

The bounty on the above will be, 

| On 103.00 cwt. refined Sugar, at 268. C. 1 . o © 
p e Baſtard: ere 4 15d. 27615 * 8 * 


Total bounty . 10 8 


Now the duty on 206, 478 cwt. of ra, | 
| en at Fre per ct. will be - 156858 10 0 


| Balance | 7,367 0 0 | 

So that the apparent loſs to the revenue on this 
average exportation, is £.7,367, which is about 
82d. per cwt. or about 88. 7d. per hogſhead, which 
ariſes from the bounty. But as every hogſhead of 
Sugar waſtes. conſiderably after the duty is paid, 
before it is either exported, or worked up; and as 
duty is * Frequently for more Sugar than the caſks 
really 


: „ 

really contain, and ſeldom for les, by the preſent 
ſtrict regulations reſpecting tare, it is but a mo- 
derate calculation to ſay, that every hogſhead 
(taking good Sugars and bad together) loſes 56lb. 
which at 1 5s. per cwt. makes 7s. 6d. per hogſhead; 
which loſs to the Planter is a clear and certain 
gain to the revenue, let the raw Sugar be diſ- 
poſed of how it may. And this nearly re- 
imburſes Government for the whole of what it 
appears to loſe by the bounty. The average an- 
nual import of raw Sugar is conſidered to be about 
© 170,000 hogſheads, of 12 cwt. net. Now ſup- 
poling every ounce of this was to be exported, and 
receive the drawback of 15s. per cwt. yet from the 
unavoidable waſtage and difference of weights 
above ſtated, the revenue would be ſtill benefited 
by no leſs a ſum than between £.60,000 and 


LC. Jo, ooo per annum from this ſingle article of 


colonial produce. 


FREE SUGAR, 


In the language of modern philanthropy, ſuch is 
called free Sugar as is ſuppoſed to be made' by the 
labour of free men, and not by that of ſlaves : 
many have been the letters and paragraphs in the 
public prints recommending the uſe of ſuch free 
Sugar only. Aſſociations have likewiſe been forme 
ed, and combinations entered into, to leave off all 
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L116 } | 
other Sugar, with a view of deſtroying the ſlive 
trade, and ruining thoſe concerned in it, by flow, 
but ſure degrees: and very lately many thouſand 
pamphlets have been publiſhed, and induſtriouſly 
circulated, at the price of only a halfpenny each, 
intended not merely to perſuade, but even to deter, 
weak minded people from the uſe of common Su- 
gar, by aſſuring them roundly, that every lump 
they ſwallow is polluted with human blood. To 
enter into ſerious argument wick men who have 
ſuffered their reaſon and judgment to be led aſtray, 
either by the heat of their own imaginations, or the 
declamations of well-meaning, but miſguided en- 
thuſiaſts, would certainly be time loſt: it may not, 
however, be improper uſt to remind them, that 
great part of the cloaths they wear, much of the 
furniture of their houſes, with many &c. 's of the 
moſt comfortable kind in civilized life, are the pro- 


| duce of the labour of ſlaves: and that, in par- 


ticular, the geld and filver in their pockets is ſtill 
more notoriouſly procured by the very worſt ſpecies 
of ſlavery, that of the mines. So that if a lump 
of Sugar holds one drop of human blood, every 
guinea theſe advocates for unconditional freedom 
are poſſeſſed of, muſt contain a thouſand drops. In 
ſhort, if theſe friends of univerſal equality are de- 
termined to uſe or enjoy nothing but what is 
clearly proved to be procured by the exertions of 
free labourers, they muſt be content, if they mean 

1 | 10 


| { a4 } 

to act conſiſtently, to return to the unpoliſhed and 
uncomfortable ſtate of their ſavage anceſtors. On 
this occaſion it has indeed been ſhrewdly ſuggeſted, 
that conſcience and worldly prudence are for once 
brought to go hand in hand: ſo that the man who 
in reality grudges his family the expence of ſugar, 
enjoys a ſnug opportunity of hiding his parſimony 
under the ſpecious and. popular cloak of humanity. 
But, for my own part, 1 will continue to ſuppoſe, 
that much the greater part of our preſent philan- 
thropiſts are actuated by purer motives. - Let that, 
however,.be as it may, as their ſuperior feelings 
urge them fo ſtrongly to ſhake off every conveni- 
ence of life, which in the flighteſt degree partakes 
of the eſſence of ſlavery, the Rights of Man moſt 
certainly leaves them at liberty to follow their own 
inclinations, not only in leaving off the uſe of Su- 
gar, but likewiſe in making bonfires of their ma- 

hogany chairs and tab'es, and lighting them up 
with the cotton paraphernalia of their wives and 
daughters; and even in emptying their bags of 
gold and filver into the ſea. And, in fact, until 
theſe tender-hearted Anti-ſaccharites have brought 
themſelves to this enviable pitch of ſelf-denial, they 
can have no right to expect credit from the world, 
either for their ſincerity or their conſiſtency. 
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if SUGAR AS A NECESSARY. 
. | 


Sugar is certainly not only a uſeful and palatable, 
but even a moſt wholeſome article of domeſtic uſe ; 
but at the ſame time it is evidently no more a ne- 
ceſſary of life than oil, vinegar, or muſtard. And 
It is ludicrous enough to obſerve, that the very ſame 
papers which repreſent Sugar as a neceſſary (and aſ-— 
fign that as a reaſon why meaſures ſhould be 

adopted to lower its price), contain paragraphs la- 
viſhly praiſing the philanthropy of different ſocie- 
ties, who have combined for the expreſs purpoſe of 
giving up the entire »/e of this ſame abſolute ne- 


ceſſary of life. 
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EAST INDIA SUGAR, 


The lowering the import duty on Eaſt India 
Sugar ſeems needleſs, while as free Sugar, (that is 
Sugar made by free labourers), it is ſo greedily 
purchaſed by the conſcientious part of the people, 
as to fetch 140s. per cwt. and upwards; while 
Weſt India Sugar, of the ſame quality, was ſelling 
at from 70s. to 80s. The whole of the Sugar at 
the laſt Eaſt India Company's Sale was bought up 
at that enormous price by one perſon, with a view 
of its being retailed to advantage among thoſe who 
have imbibed the prevailing ſcruples about Weſt 

India 
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f 17 
India produce; and as a commodity warranted to 
be made without ſlavery. 


REDUCTION OF THE PRICE OF SUGAR. | 


It is not for the writer of theſe looſe remarks to 
interfere with the deliberations of ſuch well-in- 
' formed and reſpectable bodies of men, as the club 
of Weſt India Planters, or the Society of Weſt 
India Merchants; which are both at preſent ſe- 
riouſly employed in inveſtigating the chief ſubje&- - 
of theſe ſheets : and ſtill more preſumptuous would 
he appear, was he to obtrude his ſentiments on the 
notice of a Miniſtry every way capable of diſcri- 
minating on fo intricate a queſtion, and who have 
ſpared no pains to be completely provided with 
every kind of information neceſſary to throw light 
on ſo complicated an object. It may not, how- 
ever, be quite foreign to his purpoſe, or unſatisfac- 
tory to his readers, ſhould he venture at a few cur- 
ſory hints, which may ſerve to aſſiſt them in form- 
ing their own judgments on ſo popular a theme, 


That the preſent price of Sugar appears exorbitant 
to the conſumer, admits of no doubt : nor does it 
ſeem to be the permanent intereſt even of the Weſt- 
India Planters that it ſhould continue above the 


reach of the uſual general conſumption. Yet any 
| wiſh 
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wiſh of the conſumers that the Legiſlature ſhould 
come forward with ſome new exertion of authority, 


merely for their private and temporary accommoda- 
tion in the uſe of a palatable luxury, is certainly un- 
juſt ; and to rely on any ſuch interference, abſurd. 
The conſumers of Sugar are not obliged to make uſe 
of it: why therefore ſhould the growers of it be 
obliged to furniſh them with it on any ſtated terms? 
Every man has a right to make the moſt of the 
produce of his own farm, whether ſituated in Great 


Britain or the Weſt-Indies: and even when the ar- 


ticles produced by his induſtry and labour are ab- 
folutely neceſſaries of life. And the private pro- 


perty of a Weſt-India Planter is undoubtedly as ſa- 


cred, as that of an Engliſh farmer. That the pre- 


fent ſcarcity of Sugar is accidental, and unavoid- 
able, and by no means the effect of combinations 
and monopoly, any man who will reſolve to in- 
quire coolly may eaſily convince himſelf. A family 


which uſed to expend only twenty ſhillings a year 


in Sugar may now perhaps be obliged to pay thirty 
for the ſame gratification ; and this additional ex- 
pence may fall in the fame proportion on the higher 
and lower ranks of life. Now if this little increaſed 
expence is found burthenſome, it is eaſily avoided, 


either by leſſening the quantity of Sugar conſumed, 


or relinquiſhing the uſe of it entirely, as many 
people, it appears, are already contented to do. 


If 


4 . 
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If the quantity is __ reduced, the difference of 
price is not felt: and if the uſe of it is totally given _ 
up, the prudent œconomiſt becomes an actual 
gainer by the high price of Sugar. It ſeems ſtill 
too much the faſhion of the times to hunt down the 
poor Weſt-India planters like a herd of the moſt 
miſchievous monſters. On a late occaſion they 
were repreſented, with all the induſtry of malice, 
| as a ſet of cruel, unfeeling, and blood - thirſty ty- 
rants: and they are now diſplayed to the public, 
by their old friends, as a gang of ſelf. intereſted, 
avaricious, and inſatiable monopolizers. They 
reſt perfectly ſatisfied however in the conviction 
that all ſuch ungenerous and illiberal charges are 
founded either in ignorance, prejudice, or envy. _ 


The diminution of the revenue from the late 
increaſed and unprecedented exportation of refined 
Sugar, is a much more ſerious buſineſs ; and of. 
courſe much more likely to become an object of 
parliamentary i inquiry, The average annual bounty. 
on the export of refined Sugar has been pretty ac- 
curately ſtated already. But it has ſo happened, 
from unforeſeen cauſes, that the bounty paid on the 
exportation of refined and other Sugar, has, within 
theſe laſt two months, amounted to the unexpected 
ſum of £120,000. It is however at the ſame time 
pretty well known, that ſo extenſive an exportation 
would not have taken place, but under a prevail- 
| ns 


660 
ing idea that it was in the contemplation of Govern- 
ment to lower the bounty. This large and unu- 
ſual exportation, therefore, has in a great meaſure 
been occaſioned by a natural defire to make ſure of 
the preſent high bounty at all events. And, in all 

probability, had it been certain that no reduction of 
the bounty would take place, the exportation would 
have continued nearly in its uſual regular courſe, 
or perhaps have increaſed, in ſome ſmall degree, 
from particular circumſtances. And it is no very 
bold conjecture to ſuppoſe, that the quantity of 
Sugar at preſent remaining in the kingdom is owing 
intirely to the private opinion of individuals, who 
had reaſon, or at leaſt thought they had reaſon, to 
_ conclude that no ſuch meaſure as a reduction of the 
bounty was likely to be adopted: and therefore, 
ſhould ſuch a reduction actually be the caſe, and a 
fall in the market enſue, the holders of laſt years 
Sugars will of courſe be liable to ſuffer, materially 
for their confidence in the ſubſiſting laws. If there- 
fore any reduction of bounty is adopted, the old 
Sugars on hand have clearly ſome claim to be ex- 
empted from ſuch zew regulation. Various are 
the propoſitions brought forward on this occaſion z 5 
and though, 


c« Hard's his taſk who ftrives to ad them all,” 


there is little doubt but ſuch meaſures will be 
Pre- 


L * 1 
preferred, as are likely to afford general ſatis- 


THE STATE OF OUR SUGAR ISLANDS. 


The preſent alarming and ruinous ſituation of 
the once flouriſhing colony of St. Domingo, na- 
turally calls our attention to the ſtate of our own 
Weſt India ſettlements. There are many who de 
not ſcruple, in the moſt public manner, to attri- 
bute the horrors of the rebellion in Hiſpaniola 
entirely to the doctrines ſo openly and ſo induſ- 
triouſly diſſeminated among the Negroes in all- 
the European Sugar colonies, by the moſt ardent. 
of the friends to the abolition of the ſlave trade: 

and there are ſome, on the contrary, who maintain, 
that the preſent inſurrection, as well as all others 
which have preceded it, have originated from the 
ſlave trade alone; wiſely and logically arguing, 
that if no ſlaves had been carried to the Weſt In- 
dies, there would have been none there to rebel. 
This argument would certainly be unanſwerable, 
was it not unluckily founded on an J; but as 
ſlaves have unfortunately been exported to the 
Sugar colonies, and as the trade ſeems in no im- 
mediate danger of being aboliſhed, more moderate 
writers on the ſubject have condeſcended to take 
things as they really are; and have contented 
themslves with charging t the rebellions among tte 


D . . Negroes | 
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Negroes to the nature of ſlavery, and to their ui 
treatment under it ; at the ſame time denying, that 
the efforts of the champions of humanity in Eu- 
rope have had any material influence in promoting 
the diſcontents which have been ſo long ſmothering 
among them, and which have at length broke out 
with ſo much carnage and devaſtation in the iſland 
of St. Domingo. Perhaps, after all, the real truth, 
as 1s too commonly the caſe, lies between the e 
oppoſite aſſertions. There can be no doubt but a 
ſpirit of murmuring and diſcontent has clearly ex- 
hibited itſelf among the ſlaves throughout a// the 
Weſt India iſtands, in conſequence "of the doc- 
trines which have of late been ſo aſſiduouſly pro- 
mulgated, in the Colonies as well as at home, in fa- 
ie of unlimited freedom and univerſal equality. 
The wiſe and judicious check, however, which theſe 
dangerous, impolitic, and - new-fangled opinions 
lately experienced by a ſolemn deciſion of the Bri- 
tiſh Houſe of Commons, together with mild treat- 
ment, and watchful attention, would probably very 
ſoon have eradicated every ſymptom of uneaſineſs 
and diſſatisfaction from the minds of a race of 
people not ſubject to be very deeply affected by 
diſagreeable reflections. But, unfortunately for the 
French Sugar Colonies (and perhaps for the Co- 
lonies of every other nation), the party animoſities 


conſequent to the late Revolution and more eſpe- 
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cially the diſtracted and divided ſtate of the inha- . 
bitants of St. Domingo, held out to the diſcontent- 
ed part of the Negroes too fair an opportunity of 
avowing that ſpirit of diſobedience and revolt, 
which had been inſtilled into them by the declama- 
tions of © Les amis des noirs. At a leſs critical 
time, their murmurings would probably have proved 
only a temporary ferment, which would have ſub- 
ſided for want of further encouragement. Dread- 
ful as ſuch an idea is, there are, notwithſtanding, 
ſufficient grounds likewiſe to ſuppoſe, that the ran- 
cour of political frenzy has ariſen to ſuch an ex- 
treme in that devoted colony, as to induce the con- 
tending parties to connive at, if not even to en, 
courage, the ſlaves in their turbulence, while ſuch 
| appearances promiſed to favour any of their own 
private machinations. But whatever have been 
the cauſes of the exiſting revolt among the ſlaves in 
St. Domingo, its Helis have been bloody and de- 
ſtructive beyond example; and where the compli- 
cated horrors of it are likely to end is ſtill ſo un- 
certain, that it moſt aſſuredly behoves us to keep a 
vigilant eye on our own valuable ſetlements. The 
nature of Weſt- India property is ſuch, that in all 
attacks, even thoſe of a foreign enemy in time 


of war, it will ever be for the intereſt of the mother 


country, as well as for that of the Coloniſts them- 
ſelves, that a capitulation ſhould be immediately 
Fe „ entered 
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favourite object with a noble Duke, then, and (till, 
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entered into for the country at large, leaving the 
regular force, which may be garriſoned in each 
Iſland, to defend and diſpute the ſovereignty with 
the invaders. For if a general oppoſition was 


to be attempted, a ſucceſſion of predatory ſkir- 


miſhes muſt naturally enſue ; in which the plan- 
tations would be burnt and deftroyed, and the 
ſlaves be carried off by the captors... On an 
event of this kind, it would be a ſeries of years 
before an Ifland ſo ravaged could be tolerably 


re-eſtabliſhed ; the Planters, in the mean time, 


would be ſtuped in poverty and debt; and little or 

nothing could be added by their efforts to the na- 
tional revenue. Indeed, there are ſeveral among the 
old Iflands; which, though at - preſent. they are 
preſerved: in a tolerable degree of cultivation by the 
utmoſt efforts of art and induſtry, would, after a 
pillage of the kind alluded to, be never worth re- 
ſettling. During the laſt war, this idea ſeems in 
ſome meaſure to have been adopted by Govern- 


ment; and it is only to be lamented that ſuch poſts 


as were intended to preſerve the ſovereignty of the 
reſpective Iſlands, were not pus in order, and ſup- 
plied with troops in time to anſwer ſo. ſalutary an 
end. No ſooner, however, was peace reſtored, 


than the future preſervation of the Weſt-India 


Iflands, by poſts of proper ſtrength, became a 
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0 deferred, i at the head of the Ordnance: 
and that à plan of ſuch obvious national importance 
has not yet Been compleatly carried into execution, 
has been owing to cauſes now under the moſt rigid 
profeſfional inveſtigation. As military garriſons of 
uns kind are certainly the moſt natural protection 
for the Colonies in caſe of à future war, ſo muſt 
they ever be the beſt ſecurity for the inhabitants, 
againſt any tumults ariſing from the diſaffection of 
their ſlaves. It has been cuſtomary in the Iſlands, 
in times of ſuſpected inſurrections, to look to their 
own militia for defence; but, whenever a revolt is 
in agitation, the men who compoſe that militia 
would be the firſt cut off, unleſs they had time to 
join the main body; and the very circumſtanc* of 
their being obliged to muſter in a body, leaves the 
aged, the women, and the children, totaily unpro- 
rected on the different plantations, and, of courſe, 
entirely at the mercy of the ſavage inſurgents : 
whereas, if there was one or more ſtrong poſts 1n 
each Iſland, according to its ſize, with a garriſon in 

proportion to its conſequence, the few turbulent 
and reſtleſs ſpirits among the Negroes would be 
effectually overawed, and deterred from diſturbing 
the peace of the Colony. In the preſent very cri- 
tical ſituation of the Sugar Iſlands, it is therefore 
ſubmitted to thoſe wo are moſt immediately con- 
cerned in their. fafery, whether it would not be a 
” prudent 
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prudent ſtep to make an application to Govern- 
ment, to have the fortifications which were erecting 
in the different Iſlands (and which have been at 
ſome ſtand ſince a late ſpirited enquiry) compleated 
without further loſs of time; as one of the ſureſt 
preventions for evils which, from the unwearied 
efforts of the friends to African liberty and equality, 
it may ere long be too late to guard againſt, | 
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